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not embarrass me by behaving as if I were the only one." When
Cheng begged her for another meeting, she said, "The reason why
our kind incur the revulsion of mankind is that we draw upon
men's essence and thus harm them. In this, however, I am different
from my kind. If you do not detest me, I shall be willing to serve as
your handmaid the rest of my life."
Cheng was more than glad at the proposal and they fell to
discussing plans for setting up house. "East of here," Jenshih said,
"there is a house on a quiet street for rent; you can recognize it
by a big tree that rises above the wall It will suit us well. Just
before you met me the last time you were with a man on a white
horse who left you and rode east. Is he not a cousin of your wife?
You'll find that he has furniture stored away that you can borrow."
Cheng found the house described and then went to Wei Yin to
borrow furnishings, for it happened that one of the latter's uncles
was away on an extended mission and had stored away all his
household things. Yin was incredulous when Cheng told him the
purpose of his request and described the beauty of Jenshih. "For,"
said he, "your face being what it is, how could you capture the
heart of a woman as beautiful as you say?"
He sent, therefore, one of his confidential servants with the
curtains and beds and other articles of furnishing that he readily
lent Cheng, so that he could verify the latter's claim. Soon the
servant returned, panting and covered with perspiration. "Is there a
woman?" asked Yin, "and how does she look?" "It is indeed a
strange thing!" the servant answered, "for I have never seen any-
one so beautiful." Now Yin had numerous relatives and had,
moreover, met many beautiful women,in his time. So he enumer-
ated four or five of the most beautiful among them and asked
his servant how Jenshih compared with them, but to each name
the servant invariably answered that she could not compare to
Jenshih. Finally he named the most beautiful woman he knew, the
sixth daughter of the Prince of Wu and one of his wife's cousins,
but again the servant answered that she was no match to the lady
he had just seen. "How could there be such a beauty in the world!"
Yin exclaimed.